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AP U.S. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS: SUMMER ASSIGNMENT
“Gaining a Little Perspective”

Welcome to AP U.S. Government and Politics!

As I will explain to all of you when the school year begins, my number one goal for you is to enjoy your senior
year. It’s the culmination of your high school career and it should be memorable, fun, exciting, and meaningful.

To be honest, at times, finding the “fun” will be difficult. For many of you, the fall may be particularly
stressful…if you allow it to be. You will be adjusting to your new classes and teachers, you’ll be involved in
extracurricular activities, some of you will be working, and your family will be placing demands on your time. In
addition to all of those obligations, most of you will also be applying to college. However, you CAN control how
you think about and approach the start of your senior year, especially when it comes to applying to college.

This is the reason I am asking that you take a weekend or two and read Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be, by
Frank Bruni, a writer for The New York Times. The book was published in 2015, and it has since been updated.

The point of the book is to open the minds of students and remind parents, teachers, counselors, and
admissions officers that your worth and future happiness is NOT dependent on the college that you eventually
decide to attend. The book contains fantastic anecdotes about highly successful and – more importantly – really
HAPPY people whose path to and through college was unconventional. The book also provides mind-blowing
statistical information and research that defies the conventional wisdom that attending an “elite” university
paves the way to fame, fortune, and success. Here is the essential information for the book:

Title: Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be: An Antidote to the College Admissions Mania (March 2016 edition)
Author: Frank Bruni
ISBN - 10: 1455532681 ISBN - 13: 978-1455532681
Paperback Price (Amazon): $11.99

This summer assignment is not intended to be difficult or burdensome. Its purpose is to make you feel better
about yourself and your future, which, more than anything else, should be the focus of your senior year.
Whether you apply to college next fall or not, reading this book can benefit you. Here’s what you need to do:

1) Buy the book (or download it). If you are unable to obtain a copy of the book, please email me.
2) Read it (or listen to it).
3) Write a letter to yourself and/or your parents in which you:

● Describe how you felt about going to college and the application process BEFORE reading the book.
● Talk about how reading the book has altered your thinking. If your thinking has remained the same,

simply explain why the book has not changed your mindset. Either way, reference a few of your favorite
anecdotes from the book that impacted you or reinforced your way of thinking.

● Explain how reading the book will affect how you will, at some point, approach the college application
process.

4) Bring a Google Doc version of your letter to our first full day of class. (Don’t worry, you won’t be reading it to
your classmates!)

Have a great summer - I’m REALLY looking forward to meeting and SEEING you in person!

Mr. Grill
michael.grill@apsva.us

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00TS7YDZ4/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Bruni

