
Ms. Dunn, Room A-114
Email: margot.dunn@apsva.us

2021-22 AP �r� & Des��� S�m�e� As���n���t�
All assignments are due the first week of class

#1.

Read Red by John Logan – 100 points
Copies can be found on Amazon.com for $10.00

“A moving and compelling account of one of the greatest artists of the twentieth century, Mark
Rothko, whose struggle to accept his growing riches and praise became his ultimate undoing.”

Read this short play and take notes within your sketchbook. Record specific lines from the play
that ring true to you, lines that you disagree with, and ideas that prompt new thoughts within you.

Your notes should fill at least one page within your sketchbook.  Feel free to adorn your notes
with images; images can be in the form of personal renderings, collages, etc.  Please label this
notes page with the title, RESPONSE TO RED BY J. LOGAN.

Be prepared to have a group discussion of this play during the first or second week of school.  I
encourage you to document notes based on the following questions.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



1. What is the significance of the play’s first line?
2. What is the purpose of art? What is a picture for?
3. Do you think Rothko is deluding himself about the Seagram project?
4. Do you think Ken is right in what he says about Rothko in his long speech in Scene 4?
5. Andy Warhol is famous for painting a picture of a Campbell’s soup can. Why is that art?
6. Why doesn’t Ken show Rothko his painting?
7. What sort of a painter do you think Ken is: more like Rothko or more like the new Pop-
Artists?
8. Can you name some famous paintings and say what you like or dislike about them?
9. Why does Rothko finally object to hanging his paintings in The Four Seasons?
10. Can you think of anyone currently in the news who has turned down a large sum of
money for idealistic or principled reasons.

#2.

Visit College Board’s Website and Explore the AP Art & Design Program - 25 points

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-2-d-art-and-design

We will go over the portfolio requirements, in depth, in September, and I am available to answer
any questions (via email) that may arise over the summer.

In the meantime, visit C.B.’s site and read the portfolio descriptions for 2D Art & Design,
Drawing, and 3D Art & Design.  The format and section weighting are the same for each of the
portfolios; however, the required focus and techniques will vary.  Read each section carefully and
take notes in your sketchbook.  You will be encouraged to refer to these notes throughout the
school year.

*Sustained Investigation: “...offers students the opportunity to make and present works of art
and design based on an in-depth investigation of materials, processes, and ideas over time.
Sustained investigation is guided by questions.  It involves practice, experimentation, and
revision using materials, processes, and ideas.  The Sustained Investigation section is expected to
demonstrate skillful synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas.”

It is highly encouraged that you begin to think about potential themes (Sustained Investigation)
that interest you.  By the end of September, you’ll be expected to have settled on one, specific
idea.  Get a head start now.

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-2-d-art-and-design


#3.

TIME TO MAKE SOME ART!

2 completed works of art with 2 pages of accompanying brainstorming pages for each work
of art - 200 points

Brainstorming pages:
Invest the time to properly research and brainstorm your ideas before you begin the final
products.  For each piece you are to use at least two pages in your sketchbook to document your
research, preliminary sketches, and technique/medium experimentation.  You will not be graded
on the compositional elements of the brainstorming pages, but on the quality of your research
and experimentation.  This is your opportunity to reflect, practice, and experiment before you
jump into creating the final. Thoughtful reflection is an integral element of the portfolio.

Final works of art:
The final works of art should be fully conceptualized by you. All creative details: subject,
composition, manipulation of materials & technique, and dimensions will be decided by you.


