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SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
WORLD LITERATURE

All Wakefield students are strongly encouraged to read for pleasure during the summer vacation.  You may read any book – fiction, non-fiction, graphic novel, etc – as long as the book is age appropriate. Getting a book may be hard for some of you, so please feel free to use these resources to find and get a book:
· https://archive.org/
· https://openlibrary.org/
· from WHS library’s page: Destiny Discover [this is a great resource to see the list and get a sense of the titles, but not such a good source for reading the books) and MacinVIA
· https://www.audiobooksync.com/ (available through the end of July; once you download the SORA App, the setup code is:  audiobooksync)

· Arlington Public Library uses Overdrive and Libby; download the Apps through the App Store on your laptops. If students do not have an Arlington Public Library Card, they can get one online https://libsys.arlingtonva.us/selfreg
· With a little research, you can find a good book. Try https://www.goodreads.com/. Once you find a book there, you can order it from https://www.amazon.com/ or https://www.barnesandnoble.com/. Don’t forget to compare prices.

Now that you have a book, read it!  Just a little each day – 1 to 3 chapters until you finish the book.  You’ll feel better about yourself for having read a book and you will have impressed you parents or guardians.  

If you wish to get extra credit for reading this book, then complete the following assignment.  The specific due date for this assignment will be announced during the first few days of school. Depending upon the quality of the assignment, your first quarter grade can be improved – setting a good tone for your last year at Wakefield.

THE ASSIGNMENT:
Photo Story Book Report

OVERVIEW

Because of the various applications one can get for their smart phone, anyone can take quality pictures.  These pictures can be manipulated with various filters and effects to create a mood for each photo.  By taking quality pictures and editing them, a photographer can build emotion, provide information, encourage a specific action and create great questions.

You will create your own Photo Story for your book.  You will activate your prior knowledge, review information from your book, learn new content and practice summarizing visually. Basically, you are creating an all-purpose graphic organizer. 

Now photography is also about technique and style.  With the various filters found on Instagram and Camera Plus (here is a link to a recent article about good smartphone camera apps:  http://fieldguide.gizmodo.com/7-camera-apps-better-than-the-one-on-your-phone-1774018659 ), you can really express so much more than just a photo.  However, technique is very important as well.  The below websites will help you tremendously with your photos.  I suggest you review these pages for inspiration and improvement in your technique:

http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/
(follow the “Photo Tips” tab on the top right side of the screen)
http://iphonephotographyschool.com/
https://expertphotography.com/the-complete-guide-to-smartphone-photography-96-tips/
It is very important that the composition of your photographs are clear, interesting to look at, lit appropriately, and that the photo captures the “spirit” of the book you read.  What I mean by “spirit” is this:  if the setting for your book is a war zone, then you cannot have pretty, colorful pictures.  Instead, your pictures must reflect the mood of the setting(s) of your book.  

When you are compositing, your shots keep the following in mind:

1. What do I want the audience to learn about my book from each photo?

2. Am I effectively utilizing height, angle, and distance in my shots?  Furthermore, are my shots varied in height, distance, and angle?

3. You can’t get the definitive photograph if you do not know what you are looking for and where you have to be.

4.   Are my photos quality – do they indicate a thoughtfulness?

DIRECTIONS

You will submit a sequence of at five photographs. These photos are only to be taken by you (or a family or friend if you are in the photograph). YOU MAY NOT USE ANY IMAGE FROM THE INTERNET. 

The sequence of photos should visually tell the story of your book.  Think of the f slides as the plot of the book). The only words that can be a part of your photo essay is on the title slide. There cannot be words on any of the photo slides unless the words are in the image and not added through any sort of manipulation. You are to rely on your photographs to tell the story.  

Guidelines for Telling a Story

Guidelines are not rules, but they can act as a formula that can be used to structure your story.  Having one of these approaches in mind as you take the photos will be very helpful when you are creating your slide presentation. Choose one of the following methods for telling the story of your book: 
· Journalistic Reporting:  Your point of view will be that of an objective interpretation of the book.  Reporting on just the facts of the book, but not on the ideas or thoughts of any character.

· Sequential Photos: This is a traditional book report.  You will tell the central plot using the slides.  This means that each slide must correspond to the exposition, rising actions, climax, falling action, and resolution of the book.

· Photographic Poetry: This is more of an interpretation of the book.  Your images are related to the plot, setting, and characters, but in an abstract or metaphorical way.  

Photographs

A strong story has characters in action with a clear beginning, middle and end.  A good history story will have a clear location, time and atmosphere to help the viewer of your story “see” what you want them to see. So, pack as many story telling elements in one photograph as possible to develop the action.

Your Photo Story will be constructed with the following types of images in the order provided below:

Cover Shot: establishes character and setting.

The strongest photo in your story should be your cover shot. This photo will summarize the point of the entire story. It might include a photo that is newsworthy, emotional, intimate or unusual.

Establishing Shot: create a situation with possibilities of what might happen.

When a new scene begins in a movie, there is always an establishing shot telling us where we are and what time of day it is. We need to see the same sorts of things when telling a story with photos. These are usually wider shots that include a lot of information. 

Detail Shot: involves characters in a situation – the climax.

Detail shots are photos that focus on a very specific detail that help to tell the story. An example might be a photo of steelworkers’ worn hands as part of a story that describes how hard they work. These images are usually tightly composed.

Filler: builds to the probable outcome

Fillers are any other images that help to tell the story. Depending on the type of story that you’re telling, filler shots can be candid shots of people, wide angle shots, photos that share additional information or create specific questions.

Closing Shot: have a logical and satisfying end.

Your closing shot is the photo that ends your story and should give it a sense of closure.

If you have any questions about this assignment, email me: Clifford.brown@apsva.us. 
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PHOTOS

___ The photos are well composed, not blurry, and not too dark/light to see the details

___ The subject of the photo appropriately fills out the frame and there is depth to the photograph

___ There is a Title slide that is easily read and contains the following information:  book cover image, author’s name, presenter’s name, and the title of the book

___ The Cover slide establishes character and setting.  Within the main characters

___ The Establishing slide creates a situation with possibilities of what might happen, and it tells the viewers where and when we are.

___ The Detail shot shows a close-up of an image and it is related to the climax of the book.

___ The Filler shot builds to the outcome of the story that you are telling. Here you are expressing the falling action and your photograph. 

___ The Closing shot neatly ties up your story and bring it to a satisfying end. You are showing the conclusion of the book without giving away.

___ All five photos collectively tell the story of the book clearly and logically.

___ Each photo is unique in subject, composition, and imagination.

___ Filters are used to help create a distinctive mood for each photo.

ORAL REPORT

___ The presenter expresses their artistic point-of-view (journalistic, narrative, or photographic poetry) during the Title slide portion of their presentation

___ The presenter effectively gives a summary of the book that does not include spoilers and leaves the audience without all of the answers

___ The presenter effectively uses each slide as a tool from which they clearly and logically elaborate upon the plot of the book with strong details

___ The presenter provides an explanation of the artistic purpose of each slide – what the presenter was trying to accomplish in the photo

___ The presentation is well organized, and the information provided makes sense

___ The presenter is professional in demeanor – eye-contact, poise, and an appropriate tone are exhibited

___ The present spoke loudly and clearly so that everyone in the class heard the presenter

___ The presenter is enthusiastic, modulates their vocal tone, and keeps the audience interested

___ The presenter does not rely on fillers (“ummms” and “ahhhs”)

_______ / 100 Points 

COMMENTS: 

