
 

AP Art History Summer Assignment                                                 Ms. Brittain 

 

Welcome to AP art history - this course will change the way you see the world! 

 

To help prepare you for the course, I would like you to do the following two assignments over the summer 

break. Make a copy of this document and rename it with your name, then you can type directly into it. Then 

share it with me before or during the first week back at school in September. In addition, if you would like to 

take the textbook we will use over the course home for the summer, please come and find me in A102 to 

get your copy. It isn’t necessary to read the book cover to cover, but becoming familiar with it and reading 

the first chapter (or two… ;) would get you well prepared! 

 

1. Assignment 1: Over the summer I would like you to visit at least one gallery or museum and answer 

the questions in the table. I have listed suggestions for galleries/museums in the local area, but if 

you are traveling you can go to a museum or art gallery where you go. Most of the museums below 

are free, some are free only on certain days - check the visiting information! Several of the original 

pieces in the AP syllabus are in these museums. You are welcome to repeat this assignment for 

more than one museum! 

 

Art Museum of The Americas 

Corcoran Gallery of Art 

Dumbarton Oaks Museum 

Freer | Sackler Gallery 

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden 

Kreeger Museum 

National Building Museum 

National Gallery of Art 

National Museum of African Art 

National Museum of the American Indian 

National Museum of Women in the Arts 

National Portrait Gallery 

The Phillips Collection 

Renwick Gallery - Smithsonian American Art Museum 

The Textile Museum 

National Museum of African American History and Culture - https://nmaahc.si.edu/ 

http://museum.oas.org/
https://www.corcoran.org/
https://www.doaks.org/
https://www.freersackler.si.edu/
https://hirshhorn.si.edu/
https://www.kreegermuseum.org/
https://www.nbm.org/
https://www.nga.gov/
https://africa.si.edu/
https://americanindian.si.edu/
https://nmwa.org/
https://npg.si.edu/
http://www.phillipscollection.org/
https://americanart.si.edu/visit/renwick
https://museum.gwu.edu/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/


 

MUSEUM SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

Museum name:                                                                                   Date: 

Choose 2 pieces that interest you in the museum. For each piece, find and write the following 
information below and if possible add a photo of each piece:  

Piece 1:  
Object name: 
Artist (if known): 
Date: 
Material(s): 
Location: 
Photo: 

Piece 2:  
Object name: 
Artist (if known): 
Date: 
Material(s): 
Location: 
Photo: 

Describe Piece 1 - What does it physically look like? What is it made from? What shapes, colours, 
symbols, textures, images, words, do you see? 
 
 
 
 
What do you think the function/purpose of piece 1 is? Does it have a practical use? Is it meant to 
be worn, hung, used? Is it meant to show us something (e.g. the power of a king etc)? 
 
 
 
 
Does the piece tell a story? What is it trying to ‘say’? Read any description that comes with the 
work for clues and come up with your own possible theories. 
 
 
 
Is there anything about piece 1 that connects it to the time and place it was made? The materials, 
the story, the subject matter, the technique, the location, the artist’s nationality, the political 
context? 
 



Describe Piece 2 - What does it physically look like? What is it made from? What shapes, colours, 
symbols, textures, images, words, do you see? 
 
 
 
What do you think the function/purpose of piece 2 is? Does it have a practical use? Is it meant to 
be worn, hung, used? Is it meant to show us something (e.g. the power of a king etc)? 
 
 
 
 
Does the piece tell a story? What is it trying to ‘say’? Read any description that comes with the 
work for clues and come up with your own possible theories. 
 
 
 
Is there anything about piece 1 that connects it to the time and place it was made? The materials, 
the story, the subject matter, the technique, the location, the artist’s nationality, the political 
context? 
 
 

Compare the pieces - what are the similarities? 
 
 

Compare the pieces - what are the differences? 
 
 

 

2. Assignment 2: Go to the website link below for the podcast A History of the World in 100 Objects. 

Choose a minimum of 5 podcast episodes to listen to and take notes, then write FIVE interesting 

things you learned from each one to share later in class. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00nrtd2/episodes/downloads 

 

 

A History of the World in 100 Objects  

In this column, list the object’s name, the artist (if 

known), date, material (what is it made from?), 

location (where is it from?) 

In this column, write 5 interesting things you 

learned from the podcast episode. (The boxes will 

expand as you type) 

1. Object name: 1. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00nrtd2/episodes/downloads


Artist (if known): 

Date: 

Material(s): 

Location: 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

2. Object name: 

Artist (if known): 

Date: 

Material(s): 

Location: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

3. Object name: 

Artist (if known): 

Date: 

Material(s): 

Location: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

4. Object name: 

Artist (if known): 

Date: 

Material(s): 

Location: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

5. Object name: 

Artist (if known): 

Date: 

Material(s): 

Location: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

I can’t wait to see you all in September - I love teaching this course and am excited to start. I will be 

checking email periodically during summer so please email any questions you have or if you want 

recommendations for exhibitions, books or museums. 

 

Enjoy the summer! 

 

Ms. Brittain 


