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What is Dual Enrollment?

 Allows students to earn college credit while still in high school.

 Virginia House Bill 1184 (2012); required school districts to work with local 
community colleges to establish dual-enrollment courses and degree pathways.

 Some courses may meet high school graduation requirements; others may be used 
for curriculum enhancement.

 Courses contain rigorous college-level content and discussions.

 Course grade is listed on a NOVA transcript; can impact future admissions 
decisions and financial aid.  College and high school grades can be different 
depending on individual requirements.

 Courses are offered at APS high schools and on NOVA campuses.



Advantages of Dual Enrollment over Other 

College-Preparatory Programs

 Students earn potentially transferable grades 

throughout the entire academic year.

 Courses and exams offered at high schools 

are currently free-of-charge.

 Curriculum is designed to include various 

types of instruction (including project-based 

learning); it does not focus solely on an end-

of-year test.



 Earn college credits early.

 Gain exposure to college-level work.

 Become familiar with higher education practices 

and procedures.

 Develop hands-on experience in a chosen field.

 Experience opportunities to enhance academic 

and personal knowledge in areas of interest.

 Demonstrate motivation to future employers 

and/or educational institutions.

General Advantages of Dual Enrollment



Who is eligible for Dual Enrollment?

 Students who are high school juniors or seniors

 Students who have applied to NOVA

 Students who demonstrate “academic maturity” through 
attendance and classroom behavior

 Students who have demonstrated “college-readiness” in English 
by passing the NOVA English Placement Test.

 Students who have demonstrated “college-readiness” in Math 
by passing the NOVA Math Placement Test - or obtaining a 
waiver based on Math SOL scores in Algebra I or above.



NOVA Placement Testing

 Virginia Placement Test for English (no time limit)

 Essay (3 – 5 paragraphs); scored online.

 Essay topics change periodically.

 40 multiple-choice questions focusing on reading comprehension, spelling, 

usage and grammar.

 Virginia Placement Test for Math (no time limit)

 30 introductory questions focusing on fractions, decimals, percentages and 

basic/intermediate Algebra.

 25 higher-level questions focusing on advanced Algebra and functions.

 12 – 24 questions to determine readiness for Calculus.

 This test offers various entry and exit points.



Preparing for the NOVA Placement Tests

English

Links to on-line test preparation resources are 
available on the NOVA Testing Center website:

http://www.nvcc.edu/testing/placement.html

Math

Please contact me for a comprehensive test 
preparation guide for the VPT/Math test –
dmagro@nvcc.edu.

http://www.nvcc.edu/testing/placement.html


How do underclassmen pursue Dual 

Enrollment?

 High School Freshmen and Sophomores may apply for an underclass 

exception to dual enroll.

 In addition to English and Math Placement Testing (or waivers), 

students must present a current high school transcript and a 

personalized letter of recommendation from a current teacher or 

counselor.

 Students must place into ENG 111 (College Composition I) for 

consideration for an exception in to a “generally transferable” course; 

placement in ENF 2 (Reading and Writing Fundamentals II) is required 

for a Career/Technical Education class.

 Students must have a 3.25 cumulative GPA to be considered for an 

exception for a “generally transferable” course; a 2.25 is required for a 

Career/Technical Education class.



Who teaches Dual Enrollment courses in high 

schools?

 APS teachers who have been credentialed to 

teach as adjunct faculty members at NOVA

 In some cases, a NOVA faculty member will 

be assigned to teach a dual enrollment 

course at a high school.



What about Dual Enrollment courses on 

campus?

 Student must meet grade-level and testing 

requirements (as previously described).

 Student must complete a Dual Enrollment form and 

obtain permission from his/her High School 

Counselor and Principal.

 Student must meet with a Campus Dean and register 

in-person at least two weeks before the course 

begins.

 Students with special needs should coordinate with 

the Campus Disability Counselor.



How much do Dual Enrollment courses cost?

 During the 2018 – 2019 school year, there was no 
charge to students for Dual Enrollment courses 
offered in the high schools.

 Campus Dual Enrollment students are assessed 
an in- or out-of-state tuition rate.  Tuition and fees 
are payable directly to the College by the student 
or his/her family.

 Students are responsible for the cost of textbooks and course materials used 
for on-campus classes.

 Students are responsible for parking and transportation fees for on-campus 
classes.

 Dual Enrollment courses are generally not eligible for Financial Aid.



How do Dual Enrollment courses apply to 

college degrees?

 NOVA – courses may be used as requirements and/or electives 

depending on major.

 Other Institutions – students must see a faculty advisor at their 

college/university to determine transfer possibilities and/or advanced 

standing.

 Virginia House Bill 3 (Landes, December 2017); would create dual 

enrollment course standards to ensure that community college courses 

could transfer seamlessly to Virginia four-year institutions.



Questions?


